Teacher’s notes

Animal survivor!

Focus for learning

Students analyse an animal to relate its features
to its survival success in the current
environmental conditions. Students then make
predictions about how the animal may survive if
conditions were to change.

What is the most important change you could
make to either the animal or its ecosystem to
increase the chances of its survival?

Analysis of adaptations of creatures to their
environments

a. Specimen analysis

b. Relate features to:

i. Feeding

ii. Protection from natural predators

iii. Protection from environmental factors (including human and feral populations)

Design a creature suited to particular environmental factors:

a. Food sources
b. Predators and competitors
c. Abiotic conditions

d. Human and feral impacts
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Environmental factors

Current

Future changes

Climate

Inland type:
Wet summer and low winter
rainfalls
hot days and cool nights

Less rainfall in summer
Warmer days

Abiotic factors

Increase in average temperature
Reduction in rainfall

Increases water losses due to
increase in evaporation

Habitat

Open forest

Grasslands

Rivers have good flows during
the ‘wet’ but reduced flowing
during ‘dry’ season

Mix of acacias and eucalypts
along river banks

Swamp lands with adequate
water

Trees die due to lack of water
River flows stop during ‘dry’
Grasslands reduce due to reduced
rainfall

Noxious weeds increase due to
better suitability to conditions and
reduced competition from grasses
Some swamp lands reduce to mud
bowls others dry completely

Animal survival
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How will your animal survive these changes?
What feature of your animal would be most important in helping it to survive under these

4. Would happen if this change continued?
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What will happen to your animal’s population during this time?
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